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Background
In recent months, public concern about the environment has led to the establishment of local groups
promo>ng ac>on on speciﬁc ma@ers.
Encouraged by recent television programmes, public awareness is now focussed on what is seen as a
major problem for the human race.
Even though ac>on in Malvern is not going to have a major impact in China and India, it should begin
to set an example of what is expected.
Some Italian tourist des>na>ons have, in recent months, announced ﬁnes for visitors who have
plas>c equipment – shoes, bags, clothes – and it is this type of gesture that will have an impact
across the world.

The Requirement
To agree a policy with speciﬁc objec>ves covering all aspects of environmental concern.
Any policy should have an input into all decisions and expenditure by the councils.
Any policy should apply to the Malvern Hills District Council administra>ve area.

Malvern and Area
The town has three levels of governance – county, district and town – and it is important that any
policy is agreed across all three for it to be eﬀec>ve.
The various councils have a diﬀerent poli>cal mix – any policy must have cross party support.
The town is also serviced by a number of u>li>es – gas, electricity, water and communica>ons – as
well as agencies like the Malvern Hills Trust. Over the years, much damage has been done to the
appearance of the town by uncontrolled digging up of pavements and installa>on of service boxes.
They should all subscribe to any policy.
Finally, any policy must have the approval of residents and business owners – to care for their
environment, paint their shops and demonstrate pride in their town.

Specific Suggestions
Not listed in any order of importance and not complete – merely sugges>ons from a wide cross
sec>on of people.

1. Use of Electric Vehicles by Councils and
Utilities

Replacement of vehicles should be made on the assump>on
that electric is the preferred op>on.

2. Local Sourcing of Services

cf Por>co, use local traders
Reduce carbon footprint
Encourage weekly market
Public contracts to be oﬀered locally

3. Plastic Use Reduction by Councils and Utilities
To set a date for the removal of plas>c by the councils.

4. Street Pollution

Remove diesel buses in the town and replace with electric/hybrid
vehicles.
Ins>tute a park and ride service.
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5. Transport Issues

Ensure that new building sites have appropriate public transport geared to work, health and
leisure needs.

6. More Use of Rail Services

New sta>on to serve Newlands development
Sta>on in Malvern Wells

7. Waste Collection

Ins>tute recycling for commercial premises.

8. Waste Sorting

Improve recycling and encourage visits to the council >p.
Devise a policy to discourage ﬂy >pping.

9. Clean and Repair Streets - the State of the Town
damaged pavements and u>lity covers
repair council property – benches and no>ceboards

10. Pollution

Measure and reduce street pollu>on

11. Street Congestion

Assess the problem of daily street parking which clogs all
approach roads to the town – and provide alterna>ves – eﬀec>ve
park/ride

12. Hybrid/Electric Taxis

Already standard in many towns

13. Organic Hills

Ban the use of chemical treatments to protect insect and wildlife

14. Limit Access to the Hills

Consider a licence system for access to the Hills; residents’ rights to be
protected.

15. Chemical Free Street Cleaning

Used extensively – must have a bad eﬀect on pedestrians

16. Control of Traffic Outside Schools

Recommend that schools are traﬃc free zones except for residents.

17. Weed killer/Pesticide Free Shops

Recommend that chemical treatments are not stocked.

18. Tourist Transport

Research the use of electric transport for visitors to take them
around the town.

19. Park and Ride

Ins>tute a circular service around the town based on Townsend
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Way to service areas of employment, shops, medical centres and the town centre.

20. Idling Coaches

Although many of the visitors to the town and theatre
come by coach, some provision should be made for
stopping/unloading by the Theatre away from the front
of the Theatre and not keeping engines running while
wai>ng to pick up passengers.

21. Subsidise Car Charging Points

All hotels should be encouraged to install charging
points and more should be installed at public car parks.

22. Reduce Shops’ Carbon Footprint
Encourage shops to source their stock locally and avoid overseas food.

23. Enforce the Rules of the AONB and Geopark
Make sure that the stewardship of the Hills has a high priority.

24. Develop an Area Transport
System

Cable systems oﬀer a cheap, convenient
and environmentally friendly way of
moving people and are increasingly being
used in large conurba>ons to avoid noise
and pollu>on; they are not necessarily
installed for climbing hills.
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